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DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. ffz ‘1 s.2025

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT STARTING THE
SCHOOL YEAR 2025-2026

TO:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chiefs, CID and SGOD
All Curriculum Implementation Division Personnel
All Kindergarten and Elementary Public and Private-School Heads
This Division

1 Relative to DepEd Order No.015, s. 2025 titled “Amendment to DepEd Order No.47,
s. 2016 as amended by DepEd Oder No. 020, s. 2018”7, which is anchored on Republic Act
(RA) No. 10157, titled Kindergarten Education Act of 2012. The field is hereby informed of the
new guidelines on this regard.

2 For the interest of the Filipino children and to improve access to Kindergarten
education, the Department of Education (DepEd) issues this Order to amend paragraph 15-
A of Section VI (Enrolment Procedures) of DepEd Order (DO) No. 47, s. 2016, as amended
by DO 020 s. 2018 to read as follows:

VI. Enrolilment Procedures

15. All regional directors, schools division superintendents, and school heads
of both public and private schools are directed to accept children in accordance
with the following guidelines starting the school year 2025-2026:

A. Age qualification for Kindergarten learners should be five years old by October
31 of every calendar year. However, the school may consider learners entering
Kindergarten who will turn five years old from November 1 to December 31 on
the condition that the learner shall:

i. Have completed an Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD)
Program for one (1) school year. Parents / legal guardians shall provide copies
of the Certificate of Completion/Attendance of the learner’s previous ECCD
program experience from a public or private Child Development Centers
(CDCs)/Learning Centers (LCs) that are granted with permit or recognition; or

ii. Undergo the Philippines Early Childhood and Development (ECD) and
Checklist during the enrollment period until the first week of the school year in
order to ensure that the learner is capable of meeting the expectations of the
kindergarten level. The ECD checklist shall be administered by the Kindergarten
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teachers of the receiving school, and the results shall be the basis of the school
in admission to Kindergarten. Further, the accomplished checklist shall form
part of the record of the learner.”

3. To support the implementation of this policy, the National Educator’s Academy of the
Philippines with concerned DepEd offices shall provide continuing training for kindergarten
teachers in supporting young learners.

4, This Order repeals DepEd Order 20, s. 2018. All provisions stated in DepEd Order
Nos. 47, s. 2016 and 03, s. 2018, not affected by these changes shall remain in effect.
Moreover, all other provisions and related issuances that are inconsistent with this Order are
deemed repealed, rescinded or amended accordingly.

5. This Order shall take effect immediately upon its approval, issuance, and publication
on the DepEd website. This shall be registered with the Office of the National Administrative
Register (ONAR) at the University of the Philippines Law Center (UPLC), UP Diliman, Quezon
City.

6. For more information on this policy, please contact the Bureau of Learning Delivery-
Teaching and Learning Division, Department of Education Central Office, DepEd Complex,
Meralco Avenue, Pasig City through email at bld.tld@deped.gov.ph.

7 In adherence to Equal Opportunity Principle (EOP), inclusive and fair treatment is
accorded to all personnel regardless of disability, sexual orientation, gender, age, religion,
and ethnicity.

8. Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance of this Order is directed.

ROY ANG E. GAZO
Schools DiviSion |Superintendent

Encl.: As stated
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